VL 
: 7 
+a 
: %.. 
"'S. 
» 
LY 
% 
. : 
+ © 
3 
” 
Ly 
- 
L 
= 
; 


- 


GODS . | 


GOVERNMENT 
2 OF 


HIS CHURCH, 
AND THE DEPUTATION 
THEREOF TO MEN, 


Both forthe Civirt ct and 


ECCLESIASTICAL Eftate: 


Eſpecially for the Eccleſiaſticall, concerning 
Fn many doubts and debates 
are now moved. 


| 


Prov. 8. VER. 15,16, 
By wee Kings Taiene , and Princes decree 
Juſtice. | 
mee Princes, and Nobles , even all the Fudges 
of the earth role. 
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PENIS 06 


Printed in the yeare 1641. 


RET oc AE 
GOVERNMENT 
O F | : 


HIS CHURCH. 


CHAP. 1. : 


g# Ome Heathen;becauſe they, were 
, ardleſfe ofthe —— 
S=<A.z| ofthe world, and others, becauſe 

Cd, | they did: too curiouſly meaſure 
#3) þ ery humane rea- 
. SIE 2 {on, crred in their opinion; 'con- 
*- ceiving that God . tooke not care of this inferiour 
7*world : But ſuch among them, as were marecon- 
© fiderate and berter ſighted-, made,no.queſtion but 
- that God had not onely anall-ſeeing eye of provi- 
* denceto behold and regard , but alſoatreye intent 

- to the balancing of mens ations; and,jn effeR,ſaid, 
that God was well / TW and would in mercy 
J” 2 


{ooner 


as having mechemkh clv 
on; then ballaſt in th if 


Eyes Eon, T 


&the ſons w men. 
"Thien 5 pture maketh evident unto- 
"oiled The Lotd, and Father of all,, 
andall men ſaid to be athis command and diſpo- 
fing , his durifull ſons , or rebellious children. $0: 
when he is called the ' of the houſhold, and all 
the world his family; The ws bra his Church,maa- 
SR of firſtones;, for-rhe reaning-up of the | 

and of the flocks and all the world | 
hep as; The Lord of the vineyard, ind all 
afanvplaris; ortruitleſſe trees, 

That we might — ſpe iall-notice hereof, 
Godic ſtited "The? Ancient TEE . The* Kine of 
kings, The Prince of the 'Ki earth, The Bi 
of our ſoles;The's newt 'Shep head of the hep ;The 
bi or great te me ran ;The head of o the Chuich, 
"aid of all PHmcipality and power. 

- By Theſe Tit of God, andall other the like in 
_ , wee canattaine bur in part, and-iwſome 

meaſure-to. the noeecge of. his Majeſty, 
wiſedome- 


PR 


a 


, We _— 
wiſedome and execllency:For this Well is yaſt and 
and our pitchers narrow-mouth'd.,.and:of 

City z yet may. wee obſerve; thavtheſe 
artribigod to God, doe in tnoſt eminentand. 
'& manner _belong.unte him. . So that as 


|. Godisrhegreat Shepheard of the ſheep, and Ki 
- of kings,(o he is likewiſe the grear horPy udge 


Biſhop.of our” ſoules 5. and Ancient:of dayes ; and 


| we Junge-of judges ,.and _—_—_ the biſhops. 


ſoules., and the Ancient: 
dayes #1! | eilerucol: 05 OI 
:: inthebeginning of the world, God often ſhew- 
ed himfelfe unto,and in more familiar manner'con- 
verſed and ſpake with the Patriarchs,-and thereby 
moſt clearly manifeſted his love and careof man- 
kind, his authority and 'wiſedome to overſee and 
order, to governe and teach them, and to.expreſſe 
the ations which are correſpondent-unto the titles 
above ſpoken of.” This was a wonderfull condiſ- 
cending of his infinite Majeſtie to humane weake- 
nefſe, and-an extraordinary fayour to ſome ſpeciall 
inſtruments of his glory for the good of others his 
le;and:not.the uſuall-way.,, in which-hee in- 

ided to walke.,. as; appearcth by the hiſtory of 

... Butgreaterlove and mercy did God ſhew,when 
the ſon of God. tooke our nature upon him,.con- 
verſed among men:thirty-and odde yeares; when, 
I fay.,. Chriſt, Feſ"s borne King of the Fewes, and be- 
ing the heire of David(though refiiſed y the Jews, 
7 their Rulers )became obedient to deas even to the 
deathrof the crofſp,and performed all things ao 


all ancients of 


(4) 
and fore-2ppointed by God for mans ſalvation and 
redetnption ;'and having delivered all doctrine and 
| & and writings, in which riſced 

reaching and writings, 1n which were com 

N eſs ary aft ra. the working of | fanth Jn; 
that in beleeving wee may have eterpall life through 
Chriſts nawe, heleft the world to make uſe of 
fame by the comfort of the Holy Ghoſt ſerx down unto 
them , and fits on the right of his" Father-in 
heaven, and as Lordand Chriſt rules and mode- 
rates all things here below,as having all ſoveraigne 
power, and authority. in heaven and carth given 
unto him. | 


VE 


CHAP. IL. 


Gods Deputation of the Government of the Church 
to - men' before Chriſts time , and how it was 
prattiſed. mY ; | 


N repard that mar (as God himſelfe ſaid) 5 but 
duſt. and of a fraile nature, and (as the chicfe Ru- 
lers of Tfrael felt ar Godsterribleand dreadfull d<- 
livery ofthe Law) humane imbecility is nor able 
to endure Gods glory and majeſtic, nor to heare 
his immediate voyce :and becauſe if God, making 
much leffe appearance of Majeſty , ſhould goe a- 
long with men intheir proceedings, hee fhoutd (as 
he to}d Moſes) confiume them in the way, if they be- 
tame (which they are prone unto) a froward, rebelli- 
0#5., arid ſtiffe-neckel In In regard, I ſay, that 
theſe: dangers would'befall mankind , as alfo for 
many 


ion by his owne ſermons, and his Apoſtles 


(5) 

peragnns , well did the Iſraclites ſay to 

Moſes, 'Talke thou with us, aud wee will heare, but let 

not God talke with us, leſt we dye. And for this cauſe 

God hath graciouſly vouchſafed tro make over a 

| Deputation to men, ' and to commit the Goyern- 

| ment and teaching of the people to men called and 

gifted extraordinarily by himſclfe , or to men ſo 

: qualified by ordinary meanes, as he himſelfe hath 

p 40 war , and ſo called by men, as he hath ap- 

inted. | p 

"This God hath done, becauſe theſe his Depu- 

ties being men compaſſed with like infirmities , and 

ſubjet? to like paſcions as others, would moderately com- 

paſsionate others, who cither through rhe ignorance 

of their mindes ſhould fall into errour, or through 

depravation of their wils and affeQtions, ſhould 

| treſpaſle in their ations, 

This Deputation of Governours and Teachers 

appearcth mot plainly in ſome parts of Scripture, 

where occaſion was given to explicate it fully, and 

to have it ſettled exactly, asin Mofes time. For 

| then Moſes firſt educated in Pharaohs court, and 

afterward flying thence, and becomming for forty 

years a ſhepheard in Midian , that from a low de- 

_—_ hr - Farm] exaltation, _ _=_ 

y God to bethe captain, and K1 

Iſrael, for leading Gods people out of Peypr Of 

this Moſes God faith, that hc ſhould be to Aaron as 
2 God;and made him Judge of his people: And when, "ag 6+ 
Moſes could not hear ® and end all the controverſies a- b Exod.1s.1y 

mong ſo nttmerous a people, God bids him take 
| ſeventy cheif Elders of theT ribes,knownto be men, ns: mn 26 

| COMTACE , 14,15- , 


(6). 
| conrage, fearing God and hatine cdvetou ſreſſe, 4nd to 
make them Roshim,heads of the people, and Sarim, 
captains over thouſands, hundreds, fifties,tens. This 
is further put in practiſe Num. 2.where each of the 
twelye Tribes hath Naſi,one chiefe captain,and the 
foure captains of Judah, Reuben, Ephraim,and Dan, 
have not onely-the command of their own Tribes, 
but cach of them two other captaines , and their 
Tribes ſubordinate unto them. - oo 
| God then alſo appointed Aaron high Prieft, a 

dExod.22.28 of Chriſt our high Prieſt : This Aaron 4was 

a AE Noſe. Prince of the Journ: and chief Ruler 0- 
ver the Pricſts Eaſtward by the Tabernacle. The 

e Num.3.21, fons of Levi, © divided according'to their families 

_ into the Ger ſonites,Coathites,and Merarites,had three 

£ Num- 4.28, Neſim,captains over them:andover theſe Ithamar, 

33. and Eleazar ſon of Aaron, This Bleazar was* Pakid, 

* Nam. 3-3% Bniow7@, andis called Naſt Neſtim,” Pr elatus Pre- 
latorum, Captain of captaines.' Alſo Roſhe; Aboth, 
the heads 6f the fathers;or chiefe fathers of the Le- 

Joſ,21. 1, VitesAre by the' ſeventy __ 8 call'd Arch- 
:.Chr0.24-3 patriots and Patriarchs : The ſame Hebrew words 
come elſewhere in ſpeech-of the Prieſts and Le- 

vites, and may not-unfitly be ſo tranflated. 
© Againe,when:God took David from'as meane 
imployment- as Moſes before ,. and deputed him 
King of the twelve Tribes, and ſertled him on the 
throne, David tooke ſome chiefe Elders 'of the 
Tribes to be his Prinees and Counſellours, and 
appointed captainsof thonſands,and hundreds,and 
.  fifries,and tens ; and made ſome of his ſons when 
k 3. $ani.8.18, They were growiup , Cohenim, » chicfe Rulers or 
Princes, The 


n——__ww_wll— 


'The 


tinie., The onpier AE 

Coſts; 18:ConclRs for ſhns's In 

forthe ſons of 11h4#ta number 

thenthe ſons of: els. i there were ; ; Chc.:4.5. 
ſome Saris; Prinicts , dr yep 

hier Honſeuf GH.” Ada <ourſes was 

Sr, thief: Grverndur, NN « ag ee ry Fab wrap oef 1 Chr. 24-8, 
reſt were ufiddttheitr? Fbt thibeetm $3 ig wed, as 916 © 25: 
of the 1 chief Rnlers Th LE ep Q jl 1 Chr.27.22- 
thecbrefe Reliys ot RAE: dv Foy vs 

werechieht inp ſes; ok 

at ins =” I 

arr Fake r1ience,a mm 1 Chiy.23 


a ed} phe + BH Ty ling 
roo 


worthy: Saceſſr wy a kn 
thole:Cobiſes ie 

ret tpn 4 5 
of David ihe maii of God. 
rwniof other good Kings,” 
Ezckiah, 0/1ab; by 


ioaae ens 1. 
16,20. 
'0- Neb.12. 7,12, 


1m 22,24. 


Ezra-725, 


3 Gene4, 


Y= 


(8) 
henim, the heads of the Prigſts their places. -. E7r 4 
alſo trad authority according to the wiſdome of "64 
given him, toſet up Judges, being men who knew the 
Law of God, and could teach athers ie know it ; and 
had power nd refs affory peri wth death, _ 
iſhment,confiſc ation of gaods tun 
os times, which the hee Gr briefely 
roncheth, or where ulers were not {0 


carefall as Gods rms required, or when y- : 


ranny ſornewhat interrupted, or, violenly ſtope the 


obſervance of Gods Law, thepraQtice of. this de- 


putation is not ſo gxpreſle orclearc; yet ſome foot- 
ſteps thereof, cycn in the worlt times, are dif- 


AE te. world (the Story whereoC 


of many hundred yeeres, is very bricfely des 

pram. yer :dngyryo Gods Deputy, Hee ruled not 
oor i Ton pſteey, Fords Cv hah 

fiaty, Fo Fox if, Cai» (bad hee 

ent in to Adew, anda faithfull ſer- 

rare? 'Gog) was to. rale * over Abel, and Abel 

was to ſubmit io him, becauſe Caiw was the elder ;-it/ 

fplloweth, that _4dem their father was 

Fai icon ban of them, and 


Fn welke 


mand, and his farherlyqurho- 
fity,took his three ſonnes. _ their wives into the: 


Ark with him ;,To him and them was che govern- 
ment of the new world committed. So then, heein 


like manner was Ruleroverthem 4ndrheirhildren, | 


dy ed, to\leave this. 
depuration of ahatity tothe ein accooding | 


| 
| 
| 


and did 
or $acri 


her 
iery.thet che other ES Koln 
_ Gods Deputy, 
High God, How Y prong vet ; mapa9y 
der. Abraham, who file Neſs, a Prince of God | 
b y the Hittites, and a8 3 Prince & Captain marctied - --- | 
forth with; his ſouldiers-to-reſcue Zotthis kinkmars | 
alencap , tid often ſacrifice, and'yeri:did!ac- 
ge- bis: ſubordination to Melchifedech,. 'an 
bleber Poe hen ile fo ror paid the 
oft fot by codque@;-ThePatriarchs 
F/26 and Jasob ſucceed Abrobamin the fame depw. 
tation. | 
ob b atfo-was 2 Prince, andebe Pofebeſam Idan. 6 
= Eaſt,he ſate inthe gates. an ear ar Rnderie 2947, 22, 
; his words werewaited far as the taint, 
« the lane raine, his ſpeethes (28-itis ſpoken ofthe. 
Prophersand Prieſts) dropped into his heaters. © © 
wh —_— w -_ inſtruQion tor doQrine, - 
and forrefolution in caſe ofdoube, was-to:c. Py. WET 
of their fathers oh ſhould ſhevetbems, exid of heir&1* 7 
ders, (that is, their Prieſts) who ſhould 1e/l rhe. or 
this duty inſpeciall manner belonged to the Fathers 
and Elders,as they were Prieſts. ' And thiatſomere. 
Elder was made Prieſt im:theſe times,appes- 
we becauſe Abraham fonie thoughts-of ks 
ng childleſſe,(aid;that of all the ſoules which hea Gen.:s, :. 
hog gotto the Lord;Elcazar of:Damaſca*Sheeldeft. Gol 


Ra 


fervant in his houſe (and manifeſtly a.rcligious man) 


ry bes his heire ;, that is, not onchpaahny his ſal 
B 2 ance, 


(16) 
ſtance, ara mo 4 and con- 
tinu tinue the. khoyledge of enotonaheotFer tis 
reraumue.” 7. 2107 1310 ,2n%0) 

F (do the times nextfier ſe nb Faſu's dat, 


itpteaſett God-rolerthe' 
encetheevill of. the want of a chicfe 


\Ruler to bee under'God'; ' for it 
fJudg.2411+ 12 followed. "har cog cnc ddek which we di 
OT hic! pwens eges. This gave-occafionto the 
» Judg.17-8. Prieſts maintenance, and to the Prefix 
0 become ſervile, and manters both in civill and Ec- 
h Judg-2-12- elefiaſticall State Þ robe very corraps, atid Ido fo 
a ln whereupon God puniſhed them with for 


* 1Sam.3-19, 


29s T Prieſt 


ikke 
ji 1 Sam. 743. "IS mana Preity the 
k 1 Saw-12-12 egjary, 'God himiclic ſupplycd the 
King « or Ruler, and pe 1a Samnel j befor 

1 x Sam-7-I 3» a—_—_ Pp | the Ifr aebites enemies , and 
T4. BY 

10-0 IS Hoplidorce ofche Rulere, 
ofthe P edrruptions oftthole times 
doc evince! 1-1 Ada perm ils 
- When God, defcving tiepeopleas their 
jiryr ry pirate 


ee Mvoor ere panther rad 
| 2n evill Depury of God, and treſpaſſed arg ph 5d we 


God rejected lim; Same! and the qrertar in place 
after him 161 Poet ove mares rr thebecks 


EIOg10 2.2200 


rr Lands which is time of 


Afer 


* 
p 
45 > 
-— cc A 
- 


4 nn 
= o__—_ 
- 


(rr) 
 Aﬀter Darnd and wy > pmotrmgenaly 
Gods Deputy over tet Tribes, ſer up Idolatry, caſt 
out Gods Prieſts, made lewd Priefts fitting his own- 
bumoar z andrtus ct upa wicked pattern, which his: 
ſucceſſors imitated , till God fenc Iſrael captive to' 
Aſſur. Now allo Rehobeam,and ſome wicked Kings 
of Judah managed the ion with which 
Godentruſted them : yet the Prieſts, driven from 
their Cities in Ifracl , were entertained by Rebobo- 
4m,and {ctled their abode in Judah and Benjamin. 
ode rare oaryerayyervr + 
phets, ſupplyed with Scudents in Bethe 
Jericho. ® EW! WOOOKS 7 Sabbaths were by ,« . xin.4.23, 
ſome obſcrved ; firſt fraits paid to nthe Prophers by n 2 Kin. 4441, 
ſomGz ſome « of the Lord,remained « , x;a.1o.23. 
of 4:halial's moſt wic- 


& __ adab's 
religious affiſtants Iehoi 
ſcated Io 


deputation 
was carruptly managed, good order excee- 
Soy, deoraveid-; {o that God ſuffered Babel to' 


overcome JuJab,and carry the Jewes away captive, 
as Aſlur had done Iſrael. COS 

Afﬀeer Malachies time, when Ge inetbogrg 
nations of IO e brethreng 1 Mac.t.u1, 
anoyg tht Foes themſelves cauſed great miſchicfe | 


(12) 
ple of God , ſo thar no King fare on Da- 
w_ throne.to take care of the Civill and Ecclefi- 
b 1.Mac.1-23 ſticall government, yet the ® Santtu God, the 
olden > "4 the Candleſtick, the Table the ſhow 
Iread, and the like, remained untill Amtwchus Epi- 
phanes tooke them away. The bookes of the Law, the 
cuſtomes, and rites, the Sabbaths and feaſts were kept, 
untill this wicked Xo ſought ro aboliſh them. 
Notwithſtanding all preſſures and-miſeries befal- 
, ling this. people, r Lew among them endevourcd to 
op _- _ live according to Gods Laws , paid their 4 firſt fruits 
+ 1-Mac,3-55* and tithes, maintained their e Captains thouſands, 
hundreds, fifties, tens. And here when and 
| Syna's power began by: Romes rifingto decline, 
the Maccabees inflamed with a zeale to thett Law 
and Nation , and incouraged: by the peoples ap- 
plauſe,. were not content with their owne Eceleſi- 
neal charge ,, and to\ blow the-trumpets for ftir- 
up their peoples valour, valiantly to: defend 
C'. liberty ; but tooke to themſelves the places 
of Princes ond. Captaines;and in therr owne perſons 4 
— ' ged, win againſt their enemies: 
1a Chriſtstime the Phariſees ſatc in- Moſes chair, 
and taught ſome things well', but loved prehemi- 


nence, and badly; managed i it. | There were thetr 


fome xeligious perſons, as Symeon, Anna, 

Mary, Foſeph of A timiathea ; and.others ; ww" 0r 5" 

pazated not from.the Jewiſh Church , thenmuctv 

corrupted : Zacharie miniſtred in the courſe of his 

= and departing to his owne dwelling place, 
the miniſtration to.other”Priefts ſucceeding int 


thai courſe: And untill the deſtruQion of Feruſa- 


lem 


(13). 
lem and the Temple, and rhe {layghter or diſperſi- 
on we plezrhe Rulers of the Jews (in.an ob- 
ſtinate preſumprion , that the Meſs545 was not then 
come, and that yet he ſhould come, and be ſeene _ - 
in that Temple, gl receivethe kingdome of .Da- 

vid)ſtroye to holdup the Lawes and Ordinances 
of Moſes and David, fo far asthe miſcricy and ty- 
ran of choſe times would, pert | 


—_ " WI FO” 


"Ex Ap. III. 


Gods Depmation of the Government of. the Chath 
in and after Chriſts time , and how for the _— 
1 paſſages thereaf i it \mas managed. 


J che fulneſſe of cmefeſe: Chrifh c: came, & in his 
* owne perſon did preach, and inſtruct the Jewiſh 
Nation, \ who were: then very erroneous' both for 
governmentand doarine : He found their Rulers 
gr unworthy Mn of Gods vineyard, 
that the people did perſevere in the deviations 
of their EE peope leaders and blind Prieſts with ex- 
rremity of obſtinacy,and would not admit him;the 
Lone ord of the vineyard, to rule over them. There« 
rty and odde-yeares before the deſolation 
of ;"y Gi ity and Temple (that the Nation mighe 
have time to ) Chriſt began - abu the 
Chriſtan Church by his __ 


I = 
— 


and dying for the 4 of the world Sd.rok again, and 2p 


fent his Apoſtles unto all Nations with the glad ti- 

dings of the Goſpel: and that the work mi 

ſj per bi their miniſtration,he ſent down theH, "os 
comforter 


wt (14) EET 
comforrerto his Church and Apoſtles , th fads 
them irito all cruth, and to furniſh Iabourers with 
abilities for the building of the univer{all Church ; 


a 1.Cor. 11. For effeRting w a &verſity « IK admi- 
| re 


om. 1 2.4,86c Pfr 402005, 4nd faculties were requifite. 


theſe were /beſtowed- vn the Apoſtles and orhers 
by one Lord, one Spirit, one God, who wotketh all itt 
all , and diſtributeth to every orie ſeverafly"accot- 
ding to his will ; that every one. might profit, and 
the members of Chriſts body by their ſeverall of- 
fices (as the different parts of a rafis body) be ſer- 
viceable cach to other , and all be uſtfilll for the 
good of the whole. . oo: ot 

Nor did Chriſt himfelfonly work micacles,but 
ſhewed in his Apoſtles and other inſtruments a 
manifeſt concurrence of his almighty power ; ts Hee 
had'done in Moſes ahd Aaron ;, | wheii he ferit them 
for building" up of the Iſraclitiſly Chutch © The 
caſe is much alike ; for now the Roriird powet dhe 
ryranny ofited <0! Obriſtan Chiltth,, #s of p14 
Pharaoh did:the Tſraelitiſh. Bur whatever was the 
power oppoſing Chriſtianity, Chriſt ſhewed hini- 
frlf&not Cnely tobethe vie, Prophet befotepro- 
miſled, —_— ns ar thar-titne- Falſe like ror 

ſts , bur alfd ro bee a mighty King, goine® for 
hog: alum nd neces; Fo 
2 when before Sawls time,” Samet well ordering 
the Eccleſiaſticalt eſtate/;/and Hf mitters by Gi 
commirred to his chayge , God was the © Kine of 
Hal and mightily defended them' againſt their 
enemies : So. when inthe primitive times, the A- 
poſttes: and their ſucteffours' wellmanaged mat- 
"JFIO]17? C. 


rcrs 


(15) 
ters ſpitſtuall iriche Church ,Chrift 
ſelfe to bee their King —_— 


1. No policy,noſtrenprh cawp! againſt the ) 
Almighty, how great ſoever t&-{cere intheeyes of / 
man. Gods wayes are not as worldly mens, and 
at that time this was his courſe : As Adoſes appoin- 
red (coenty Elders ſwhordinate 'unto him for deciding 
ſmaller matters , and eafing him 'in his: 
of Judging the people; {o i pleaſed Chriſt (as 
man, and to ſet a partern for his Deputies, touſe 
ſubordinate officers) toappoint ſeventy Deſciplerto 
goe two by two, as labourers mto Gods harveft, 
inro all parts , whither hee himiclfe would come. 


Chriſt alſo ſent the twelve Apoſtles the witneſſes of r. Cor.1 2.28. 
what hee did and ſpake , xo call both Jewes and Erbel. 4:1. 


Gentiles to Gods truth : Such meſſengers of old were 
Moſes, Aaron, Elias , Eſa, ve, Ezechiel and 
other Prophets , whom: early and late ro 
bring the old Ifraelites- and Jewesour-.of 
and Babel , and what Proſclites they could 
their ſuperſtitious errours and wicked wayes. 

2. God now alfoendowed fome of his ſervants 
with the ſpirit of Propheſie,, who, as it ſcemed 


teat: Neojlarsin" 
raiſed forrhe buil- 


- - 


(74)! 
14s God appointed fome to be Zwangelifts, wri- 

ting acompendious ſtory of Chriſts ls and death, 

namely: Matthew, Mark, Luke, Fohn; others Evan- 

liſts preaching -and, divulging'the ſame in their 

Trntam and opening -{otn —_ thercof in their 

writings ::50 in-times before, from the beginning 
oftheworld, God; as he ſaw-it neceſſary or expe- 

dient for the uſe of his: Church in divers manners, 
anddiyers/parts, cauſed the Goſpel of Chriſt, re- 

demption by his name 'to be preached to Adam, 

Noah and' others, and afterward by Moſes, David, 
Eſay,\Zachary and all the * Prophets ſince the world 

a Luk-1- 70-8 p24;;: And therefore often in the new Teſtament 


= —_ Mops ges of Chriſts words and acti- 
AR. 3.18 , - and, what > ſhould befall untill his ſecond com- 


b AQ-3-21: ming, and for the chief doarines delivered by the 
+ pales the Law and the | Prophets are uſually 


1. Cor-12. 28-774, 'God''igave ſome to be, Paſtors and Teachers, 
Epheſ. 411+ who were to informe their auditors mindes with 
knowledge of truth, and to direct their practiſe : 

;Suchigf old were the Priefts-and Levnes; uRerpre- 

ters ofthe Law,'which was read.and preached eve- 

ry Sabbath in their Synagogues; . Hence the terme 

Rabbj interpreted a Teacher or Doffor was neyer un- 
t©-Chriſts zime ſo frequently (bur'in! fome reſpec 

4bufvyrly; forthe w_ ngs may-beabuſcd) _ 

among the. Jewes : Of Chriſts comming at twelve 

: \ore ow. mts rt Tearhers the Gol: 

tags... [di gr riry ; Chriſt met with, Nicodewms ant! 0- 
thers « kind; Rulers and T S 10 Iſrael; 


So they of old , who were chicteiin rhe ſchools.of 
HON x " F' 


oY 
the Prophets, were 4Mexaxe, Teachers, and did by 
their ſchollars(as Paul did by Timothy reach; 
they might teach athers , who in time « bee able to 
teach.” And whereas God frequently calleth thechil- 
dren of Iſrael his ſheepe, they who fed ther with 
ſound doctrine, and led them orrin the ipractice of 
Godlineſſe,were of old their Paſtors or Shepheards, 
and from thenvis the term borrowedin the new Te- 
ſtament. | ) 
> 5 Chriſt enabled ſome ro work miracles for the con- 
firm-tion of the dodtrine of the-Goſpel inthe firſt 
publiſhing thereof , and for the” more _ 
drawing oftheGentiles from under tieRom 
ny and ſuperſtition, as he had done of old;for the de- 
liverance of Iſrael from out of Egypts 'bondage-and 
* Idolatry , and as hee did arother rimes upon divers -: 
juſt occaſtons. Pcooplg in 
6 God gave to ſome the eift of of heding the bodies 
of men infirme or diſcaſed, thatthe wo _ might bee 
more ſenfible,and ſeriouſly conſiderate of cures done 
upon their ill affected ſoules: Such-cureswere of old 
wroughtin rw away of ſome of the p' of E- 
gypr, the Leprofie of Miriamand Naamian, the deadly 
| Nia ſe of Ezekjah,the raifing/from death thdWidow 
of Sarepta's and the Sunamites. oy wm thedead 
ſouldicr, and other = like.1:,1:!: 22 b; y * Fg 
7 God appointed ſometo bee helper as 
their GE conſentin the truth-, = {ervice 
oflove were taken untothe Apoſtles and Apoſtoli- 
call men, when they: FSA ar oa dv" 0991 pun 
1n this kind went together/Paul and) Rarwabas; 6. 111. 
"25, /30- Barnabas w Fohn called' Mark , Pabland 
2 Silas 


af 2. Tim. 2. 2. 


(18) 


au rg. 93, 41. Timothy and Eraftus, Atts 19; 
| nd 199.9. Err, Als 1g 


n= -22.. They alſo were helpers whoſe 
joyned with Pan's in fomeof his Epiſtles, 

2s _ 1-I. Phil. 4.4. and Softhenes, r Cor. 

= x. Of this number alſo may they be counted, who 


miniftred unto the labourers in Gods harveſt of 
their fubſtance , and dupplicd them with neceflaries. 

$ God alſogave O—_— ſtiled "Fn ona a 

borrowed word, moft properly OVernouts 

of Ships. By thisterme the Spirit TR to alhuide 

tothe entortaimment which the Church.of God fin- 

deth 1athe world. nhat is toffed, asa ſhip twthe rrou- 
blons:andidatgeraus fea : and partly to the govern- 

mentinaſhipawhere casc 5 evertaken:ito have a Ma- 

* So the ſeven Fterand: mate, and.” double officers tn ſeve- * 
ty were ſent rall places,that if the firſt in place miſ-carry.the mate 
_ ns: maybe ready no-ſacared:;.ontiboth fubſift,the infe- 
ſiles travelling TIaur\En any accalion of{icknefte wounds, weari- 
_—_—_ helper woeſfe orothorwite, may: ſnpplytheplace ofthe: ſupe- 
dem. Tiour. - Deke >0are -was | :0f old taken among the 
{4 ariw\had Elrazar and wpon Aarens death 

Elermzur bud Bbaerttheinſeconds-Sinoa cach ofthe foure 
andtwerwy Orders or Courles:of Rriafts.and Levites 
nherewwas.onechicte,andeach ofthe chictethad a [e- 

* x, Chro. 24. cond * adjoyned to him.z.{ſoh-ir-feemerh was:our 
8,9, 19, & 13. Arweftors care; who t0a:Bifhop dubordiaated a 

Dran;auttoaRetioriota Pariſh,a Vicar. 
D bares Maki pier] Ny wo penkpathone 


oat a5 One om har pboragr—ves 


NN A TOILET 4 a5 appea- 
reth, 


(19) \ 
28. 11, $ome uſe hen was of vr ones 


Chrifts time , for thes many Prolclytes were won 
out. of Nations from he Jepes ; 
yenor by ny raul wer. Mp Bye 
Hebrew or ſome in an or 


wa 
7 Modis perſon hadall theſe gifts, for Pawl ſaith, 
Are oll Apoſtles! ave all Pypphets © oye ul T, eachers f ae 
all Workers of Miracles , and fo forth : Each one had 
ſuchindowments a5 God pleaſed to give, and ad 
ſion incident ſcemed 40 require. 

Some one had many of theſc gifts, though no0uc 
man all. Saint Foby was an Apdſtle, an Evangelift, 

het, a Teacher , Saint Paw was an Apoſtle, a 
Proper, a Teacher , had ability tro ſpeake many 
theſe two: might baveſom other of the gifts 
horoencd, ſo might other of the Apoſtles,ea- 
cons \Pregbytess, in like manner, have.divers of the 
adminiſtrations and operatians. 

Otkergithes , which ,aze elfewberce,ig/the new T;c- 
Ramen givanoſyeh ia&nunens as Chriſt pleaſed 
to inlay forghe pr Ce oa an once fall 
withinthe.compaſs ,and.are co-incident with 
ſome gftherhere pra 5 7 1 For RiſhgpsPreſ- 
bytes s Neacons,' Aygels af: Glunohes, Enbaſſadaw's. 
Builders af the -Glunob Glynob hand niep in. Gods field, are ot 
likepaturewiththele; 

QF Dana cenartaſnes w, but cvery.Qnc 
of them upon ſome Seiler moroer ſexviee- 
ajyet Lines ;anider the mand .niade uſeot 
» Hence it may eyes Saint I 

t: 


T. Cor.1 2, 29. 


(10) 
that hee did in the miviſtration ofthe Goſpel begury ei, 
of a ſacrificing Prieſt, Rowe, 1.56. that is, 
-jn ſome- Loyd ſacred office, not in ſacrifici 


baryon aying, andthe like. Only,as Jo ” 
Bay er then any Prophet before, (for he 
did ſa Eton you ſeeisthe Lambeof God, 
who 


This 

mk dyefor you : He taketh away the fins of the 
world; {6 that in him allNations of the earth ſhall bee 
blefled) ſo thee other meſſetigers ſent forth & gifted 
-by Chriſt,were greaterthen he inthis,thar they could 
ſay;Chriſt hath dyed,and roſe againe,and taken away 
the fins of the world, and extends his werey bothto 

"Jewes and Gentiles, 
Thus Jeſus Chriſt the King of kings, andthe Prieſt 
after the order of Melchiſedech, and accordingtothe 
times before the Law given to Moſes, and coming of 
the Tribeof Judah (to which the Prieſthood did not 
by the ordinancesof Moſer Law) did provide 
(notwithſtanding the Romans tyranny ) Deputies to 
pairs and to take order for the inſtruQion of the 
people: Theſe he: choſe not out of Aarons 
Fer Jews, without reſpeQ unto any other Tribe 
in ſpeciall ; and called 7 gg not H/eries, Sacrificers, 
as of old z but by othertitles not anknowne to the 
Jewes: and ſuch was the nature of theſetitles,that they 
expreſſed their miffion,overſight;teaching,adminiſtra- 
tion,and their manifold care to be: wy inogey 
for the good of the Church. Oftheſe ſome were fi- 
ſhermen, So—_ edn +—— Peter, and o- 
_ 
Foc rs Þ woe] ay Calgon; hr ot 
mane wiſdome : ' others had > os by for 


. learning, 


(214) . 
janing 20a; rough ps at 'Gamalzeds fe 


pm car men rotary gs Boo te 


he panicignay ma nd, - 
cl wever,were Chr © 


literate,or he mo with gifts for 
diſchargeof their eſcribed;thatthe A- 
paſtles, whom the haly, Spivix led imto all truth and who 
under Chriſt hadexrh ofchina emounlu), 4 Biſhoprick, 
and that Apoſtolick men a and appointed by 
them, ſhould, as * Titzs ef by $.Paul i» Crete, ordaine a Tir.r. 
Officers in Gods Church, who ſhould be in many re- 
ſpeas reliout y, qualified, able to hrringe. 
and to ordaine things which were wanting. So in 
inning ofthe —_ men gratioufly quali fed end 
walking. king wich God, *s Enoch and. pp ,eere. Gods + 
rophets and Texter od cum Cove wink wicked be Joapofabs 


ee moe nw. elder brothers 
ſons weredi (ig dat habe ful _—_ the 
gounger brothers b tems.conſpicuous 


Abraham, tſaac, Jacob were pious- men 
Prieſts,and Nabor 1{macl,and Zlanthe elderþ 
paſſed by. So now Chrii#,as he hath no 
of Iſracl,fo neither toany, (prerogative offi 
che A courſe. xequi meghe 
do 


Tribe 
| > butin 


religion: $0 b Geng. 27. 


Ay Ute 
he oi te mINE th 
TOME 


ovctt pat 
MK ſUbRanice; and 


Teh eto 
ie fottherly: 


py x B: 
ph ea he 


wh i nel EE Ste 
| oe I Pet.1., 56 
Thoarnes. | 7 1 ypotichefame 


* Bifies; Av Jef WFoR8 0 tin 
of Þhi þ uh Boy Wane, Bev. 19.6 Yaſics then 
Ye i Sentry utlon, bf yi 
c Pa. 76-1. "WW Bply willy Preis Yeaple; bes 4: 7 


d Gal-6.16. v6 


(23) : 
he pralle iſced argueth a true praiſe indeed. Andnow the 
old Jcruſalem being demoliſhed, Jeruſalem f froms a. f Gal. 4 2. 
bove is the true of #6 al. 

There isalſo a great correſpondence between the 
enemies of Gods people then, and of true Chriſtia 
now. Then was 4» enmity between the ſerdof the woman 
and the ſeed of the ſerpent : Chriſt in his ume found 4 

mer ation & of vipers ar ſe ents oppofing him. Him g Mat. 23.33. 
Jad gk Sage gated others were fought, Apoc. r2. 

Dragon s Angels, orinftramenrs., 


late upſtart 
Guckry cotta Obeidian Churdiceche former Byype 
and Babel did on Gods croiſes betided 


| 5 ando- 
ther Geog * and #f t againſt the Church in. apoc.:0.8. 
theſe laſt dayes, EIS There were ok 
falſe Prophets among Gods people of old, and a 3Be.! Jude :t- 


lazm who loved the wages of ;fuch | 
there are now who ſpare nat the flac ,wolyvesm in ſheeps m A&.20.29. 


chathing : There were before a Jannes and Jambres 
who reſiſted Moſes, ſo now there.» are ſome who reſiſt « + Tim-3.3- 
the truth: There was of old a gainſaing of Korch 4- 
£4inſt Moſes and the Prieſts in ſacred adminiftration 
above others, as it God had made aparity; the like - © 
» ja» aan of Xoreb is forctold tobee rn 9rheſe o Jude 21; . | 
times. | 
- $0 then, ſeeing God giveth ns no new Scripture 
overandabovethe old _—_ new Teſtament, but of his 
great mercy bath left them unto us-for to. dive our 
ans Rane -—f 
| y 


AR, 20, T<+ 
Q Col-3.5. 


| Neadof itinſtituted the Lords Supper:Ch 
roſe againethe third day,we muſt riſe from the death 


$* 


( 24) 


fully toattend : The old Teſtament was made uſefull,” 


was ſufficient forthe Jewiſh Church ; the old and 
new together have whatſoever is neceſſary for theſe 
laſt times. We muſt fetch our inſtrution from both z 
and therefore the new often relateth to the old, for 
the old is of great uſe ſtill in very many things,and the 
equity ſtill remaines of many oblervances, TYPES, and 
ceremonies, which themſelves are not to uſed 


Chriſt fulfilled,and put an cnd to ſome ofthem,as 2he . 


acrifices and Paſchal lamb,which typed Chriſts dyi 

an. ſins, and Fon type ſhewing his rifing uk 
thethird day : the obſervance of bea#ts cleane and un. 
cleane,ſhewing a diſtinRion of Jews and Gentiles,and 
ſome other the like. Yet when Chriſt had fulfilled 
theſe, and put a period to their obſervance, ſome in- 
ſtruQion thenee 15 to bee raiſed toour ſelves; as thus, 
Chriſt was offered up asa ſacrifice for us,and dyedon 
the Groſle; wee therefore muſt not ? refuſe ro dye for 


the:Goſpel, and muſt 4 ſacrifice and mortifie our luſts, 
C 


briſt was the true Paſcha,and ended 9 in 
z4S 


- of fin: the Gentiles were as beaſts unclean, but Chrift 


r 2 Cor. 6.14. this day wee * muſt not bee unequally yoked by marr1-. 


_ ingthcir hearts by faith they are become clean, 
and fellow heires,and one body with us; yet even to 


\ 2 Theſ.3.6. 488 with infidels, nor 1 communicate with ſuch as walk 


inordinately. 

Other rites and ceremonies there be in the Lav, 
w<hdodireRly concern us, yet their literal obſervance 
is utterly taken away,as namely,the ſeventh daits $ub- 
bath, anſwerable to Gods reſting from creating the 


Jonas, 


world, 


| z 


*% 


(25) 
world,was fulfilled and ended by Chriſts body reſting 


that day inthe grave; but yet a new v day of reſt COMes *« xx, 4.16; 


in place of it, the Lords day, in which Chriſt reſted 
from the work of our Redemption. Circumciſionis a- 
boliſhed, yet circumciſion of heart and lips are ſtill of 
uſe: Andas a Jewiſhchild was to be circumciſed the 
eighth day,ſo ought a Chriſtians child to be baptized 
inits infancy,though Chriſt hath notexpreſlely injoy- 
_ nedthis in the new Teſtament. The Iſraclites wereto 
keep the Paſchal feaſt to exprels their belict ia Chriſts 
deliverance of them to come,and their thankfulneſſe 
for the ſame ; ſo,hath not the Chriſtian Church well 
ordained a ſolemn Eafber feaſt in memory and thank- 
fulneſſe for our deliverance from a worſe bondage pur- 
chaſed by Chriſt? The Jews kept a feaſt at Pentecoſt,in 
memory of Gods giving them the Law at that time 
and hath not the Chriſtian Church well appointed us 
to obſerve with thankfulneſſe owr Pentecoſt £ at which 
time Chriſt ſent downethe holy Ghoſt on the Apo- 
ſtles and others, inabling them to write for us the Go- 
ſpel, and to deliver unto us all neceflary, ſaving, and 
comforting truth : and ifthe Jewes lawfully kept the 
feaſt of dedication, inſtituted for the memory of Gods 
unto them after Antiochus Epiphanes profana- 
tion of the SanQuary, as verily they did,(for Chriſt 


witneſſed thereunto = by his obſervance of that feaſt) 2 Joh 19.22. 


much more may wee lawfully ina thankfull remem- 
brance of any great deliverance or favourof God,ob- 
ſerve a ſolemnity whichpublick awhority ſhall ordaine, 
As the lſraelites inthe wildernefle gathered Ma7na,as 
every one could beſt find it,8& laid it downincomon,: 
to bee diſtributed to every Gy according to w_ 
' 2 


OST > 
= 


(26) 
need, in regard of the number of their perſons , yet 


in Canaan every one — rr poſſeſsr0ns 
and goods : So the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians, 
in caſe of neceſſiry , had all things common which 
concerned their preſent mainrajnance , yet afterward 
left every manto hold x —_ in his eſtate and goods, 
The Fire which deſc from heaven to burn the 
facrifices, was by the care of the Prieſts to be kept e- 
ver burning and never to goe out: ſo now the Spirit 
of God, which came downe from heaven upon the A- 

ſtles inthe ſimilitude of fiery tongues, is ever to be 
[ove in, and wot to be quenched, 1. The. 5. 19. 

The Prieſts and Levites , who intime of the Law 


* 1-Cor. 9+13- * appended at the Altar , partaked with the Altar : fo 


now. they which labour in the Goſpel ought to live of 
the Goſpel. The err Prieſts and Levites teachers 
of the I{raclites,had, as the Prieſts inthe Parriarchs 
time, the tithes,Gods portion for their maintenance:and 


b 1.Cor.9-11. God now gives this rule, that the * miniſtry ſowing fr 


rituall things, ſhould reape of the carnall things ſowed by 
the Laity. And in what proportion rather ſhould that 
be, then in that which was of old Gods portion, name- 
ly 4 tenth part of the encreaſe ofthe ground and cat- 
tle? And if we upon good ground of the equity of the 
Law give God , and imploy in ſacred duties every 
ſeventh day of our whole time, as before was done 
inthe Patriarchs time, and under the Law , hath not 
likewiſe our Church now well ordained that the Ec- 
clefiaſtical eſtate ſhould have the tithe of the increaſe 
of rhe earth and cattell, as was done in the Parriarchs 
tirhe, and in therimes under the Law £ The equity 
of both is alike. Beſides, the generall Rule of mens 


bounty 


0 


0 


| by 
bounty or duty in this kind , ſhewing their thankful 
—_— to God , was to make the extent 
thereof according *© to their ability,and according to Gods c Deus. 16.17 
bleſsing on their 5,45 God hath proſpered their eſtate, Lev-5-7111- & 
And what can bee more ſutable thereunto then to Mt,/; 8 
render unto God a tenth , ever in uſe untill Chriſts As : 1.29. 
time, when by Heathen tyranny it was interrupted? !»C97-16 2- 
For thus it will come to paſſe, that each man ſhall '”  * 
haye nine parts for his owne uſe, and Fcclefiaſticall 
perſons reccive atenth, and ſo partake ina firpropor- 
tion with the Laity in yeares of plenty and ſcarcity, 
and condole in afflition, or rejoyce in Gods bounty 
together with the Laity. | 
In the firſt rimes of the world the Kingly and 
Prieſtly offices were conjoyned in one perſon , and 
muſt needs make him of more authority , and require 
and movethe people in their own hearts to ſhew the 
more reverentiall obſervance incivilland ſacred du- 
ties : But afterward,whenthe burden and charge was 
become very great, too heavy for one perſon to un- 
dergoe, God _—_— Moſem cuſtodem mtrinſque tabu- 
le, totake the {peciall charge of civill matters , and 
Aaron of the Prieſtly calling. And afterward untill 
Chriſts time,the Prieſts tooke care of the ſacred per- 
formances, and were uſually affiſtant unto the chiefe 
Rulers and Kings: as Eleazey to Foſua in dividing Ca- 
_— Zadeck to Solomon in buildi ors e,Fe- 
adah a preſerver and inſtrutor 0aſh, in 
commiſſion with Zorobabel arthe —_ from Babel, 
And as the chiefe Fathers and Princes of the ſeverall 
Tribes affiſted the King in civill matters:fo thePrieſts 
and Levites were ſubordinate tothe high Prieſt in 
| Ecclefiafticall 


(28) * 
Eccleſiaſticall buſineſſes , and he and they ſubje&to 
the King: ſo now when the Kingdomes and occafi- 
ons of Chriſtian Princes are -much increaſed , they 
' have made uſe of Nobles, being men of eminent parts 
for civill affaires;and of Eccleſtaſicall men, being con- 
ſpicuous for vertue, religion , prudence and learning 
in Eccleſiaſticall performances. And as the 4 wy 
and Levites were in-joynt commiſsion with Judges tor 
the judgement and cauſe of the Lord , whoſe the 
Judgement is : ſo have ſuch Ecclefiaſticall men , as 
above, been joyned in Judgement with prudent Lay- 
men in Courts where Chriſtian 'Lawes, ſubordinate 
to Gods Law, and guided in many things by humane 
reaſon and by cuſtome of the Nations well ſettled, 
have bin the Rule determining controverſies, 
Furthermore, As theJews had one ſolemn place for 
Gods worſhip and ſervice, 'namely the Temple in Fe- 
ruſalem,where every day ſacrifice was made and holy 
rites performed, and prayers and praiſes offered up 
to God ; and hadalſo many Synagogues intheir Land 
for prayer and expounding the word: fo, have not 
our forefathers under the Goſpel, being partakers of 
a better Covenant, and enjoying better promiſes 
then they of old , well ſhewed their thankfulneſſe to 
God by building large and goodly Churches for 
yer and praifing. God thrice every day , and for 
equent preaching inthe great Cities of this Land, 
and yet built in theleſſe rownes and villages ordinary 
and ſmaller Churches and Chappels for prayer and 
preaching at due times 2 Where God affords more 
meanes, he requires more duty according to mens a- 
bility : fo in regard that the great. Cities have beene 


more 


(29) 
more able to build, firniſh,and maintain-Gads Chur- 
ches and ſervice,they may ſeem religiouſly inthis but 
to haye done their duty. 
Yet the equity of this will not extend ſo farre as 
Rome doth ſtretch it, arrogating to her ſelfe a ſuper- 
intendency over all the world , and deſiring thart all 
Churches onthe carth ſhould vaile to her, and de- 
pend, and be-regulated by her y as all Canaans Syna- 
gogues, and Ecclefiaſticall perſons received their di-. 
rection from Jeruſalem, For firſt , inthe time of the 
Law there was ſuch a multiplicity of rites and. cere- 
monies and performances, that had not-God-made 
the King, his Counſell, and the chiefe Eccleſiaſtical 
perſons in Jeruſalem to regulate all parts of the Land 
of Canaan, unity and concord in all points could ne- 
ver have bin obſerved : but inthe Chriſtian Church, 
and in the worſhip and ſervice of God therein, Chriſt 
ordained few 'and eafie Sacraments, a plainer and 
more familiar dodrine of faith'and practiſe, ſo-rhat 
it 1s very poſſible to keepe peace and-unity, and for: 
Churches in Lands farre remote one from another, - 
to be of one accord and mind, if they will reſt inthe 
ſimplicity of the hn more forall the grea- 
ter Churches in our Land to agree one with another 
in all performances and chief doctrines and neceſſary 
truths, becauſe they have the ſame plain direQion 
from ſacred Scripture,and one King & Parliament/to. 
e a" RY os foretold that 
* Kings ſhould give power and authority t0 4tyran- , ny ro.) 
rene pur = ſhould ſubmir ſw 7 a the gas —_ __ 
City, which then raigned, (and ever fince deſired to do- | 
mineer) over the Kings of the earth ; and yet ſhould af- 
terward, 


* This word is 
often anſwera- 
ble to the He- 
brew,for the 
courſes of the 
Prieſts and 
Levitcs. 


b r.Cor, 12, 
45 53 6. 
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terward, when the Lamb of God, Chriſt, had over- 
come them, re-aſſume to themſelves their own power ,gi- 
venthem by Chriſt , and ſhould hate that great City, 
called by the Spirit of God, The Whore, and make her 
deſolate and naked. This is ingreat part already come 
to paſſe, and Kings and Queens have become _—_ 
fathers and mothers to the Church, and rightly hol 
and maintaine that they have ſupreme power in their 
owne Kingdoms next and immediately under Chriſt 
the head of the Church , and are as independent of 
any forraine perſon whatſoever , as David and Solo- 
on in their times : and therefore that they neither 
ought nor may be ſubordinate rotheRoman Church, 
which is now manifeſtly proved to have left her firſt 
love, and tobe The Whore, whom the Kings of the 
earth ſhould ruinate. 

But to returne to the obſervances of old. Inthe 
Law, from which anequity being deduced is ſtill of 
uſe in the Chriſtian Church , wee obſerve that there 
werein thoſe times, * 4vag49w,diverfities of gifts of 
God,of adminiſtrations,and operations. By Gods ap- 

intment and gracious diſpenſation the high Prieſt 

ad the chiefe place , other Prieſts were under himg 
the Levites,inferiour to theſc,had one chicte in every 
degree; the reſt under them had their different admi- 
niſtrations, ſome were Singers,others Porters.Some 
of theſe were gifted by God for expoſition of Scrip- 
ture, or Prophecy , or making ſacred hymnes, and 
other holy imployment: So in time of the Goſpel , 
There were * diverſity of gifts by one and the ſame 
Spirit , diverſity of adminiſtrations by one and the ſame 
Lora, diverſitie of operations by one and the ſame God. ol 
c 


EH 
the Diſciples and ſcholars of Chriſt, ſome were called 
to be Apoſtles, and Teachers, and Workers of mira- 
cles,8&e, ſome to be Evangcliſts, ſome to be Prophets. 
Theſe trained up Awligyw, Araxire, owrgyW, ovcealtares, At 
tendants, Deacons, fellow workemen, fellow ſouldiers. Theſe, 
according as theApoſtles pleaſed, and ſaw expedient for 
the Churches uſc,grew up from Schollars or Diſciples 
to be helpers or Deacons, and then afterward to be fel- 
low workmen, and fellow ſouldiers with the Apoſtles 
themſelves, for they of inferiour gifts were to endevour 


to obtain x=giouale xgiiroe, the © more excellent gifts: This r. Cor.11-31, 


Paul commands. In the Law the chiefe places of the 
Prieſts and Levites over their brethren came to them 
by ſucceſſion of bloud, ſo that the hoary head found in 
the way of a faithfull and right performance of the 
charge entruſted unto him,upon the death of the Sar or 
Naghd, rince or chiefe man in the high pricſthood,or a- 
ny of the 24. Courſes,and the other places, was prefer- 
red,and ſucceeded the deceaſed. Bur intime of the Gol- 
pel,theApoſtles andApoſtolicall men by their appoint- 
ment, having the diſpenſation of matters their 
Lord Chriſt committed to them , and obſcrving in ſe- 
verall perſons the x=4ioveregracious gifts beſtowed b 
the divine power upon them whom they in 
deſtinated them to adminiſtrations and imployments 
— : which were diverfified , as was requiſite 
Er the boiſd; 


of Gods Chutch : For as in the 4 nary 4 1 Cot 114 


rall body there be divers members of more noble or mea- 
ner uſe and all,cyen the meaneſt, very uſefull , ſo *ris in 
the Church or body of Chriſt. in regard that the 
Church is here militant under Chriſt the chicf captain, 
—  —— infe- 
riour captains mes: laſtly the common _ 


, 


(32) 
dicrs, namely cach private Chriſtian, who all intheir 
places, civill or ſacred, war under Chriſts banner , for 
God hath not gifted men with an <quality of courage 
and indowments,and therefore intended not a parity &i- 
ther in Civill or Eccleſiaſticall places. There were of 
old among the ſacred officers Sarim, Negidim, Neſtim, 
Chieftains, Rulers, Princes of the (; for the well 
ordering of the, Prieſts in their ſeverall adminiſtrations 
according to their facultics, who were under them:and 
doth not the equity of the matter require the ſame ſub- 
ordination inthe Church of God now? yea it appeareth 
that theChurch of God was ſo ordered inthePrimitive 
times,for Chriſt aſcending into heaven ſate there as King 
of kings to preſerve his people, notwithſtanding all Ro- 
mantyranny ,, and appeareth there as high Prieſt for e- 
. ver., Heſent twelve Apoſtles, Biſhops under him,into 
ſeverall parts of the world; they diſpoſed of ſuch {cho- 
lars, as Chriſt in his life time, or themſelves did edu- 
cate, and inſtruc, and planted Apoſtolicall mey , Presbi- 
ters, Deacons, their fellow workmen , and the reſt under 0- 
ther titles,as they found the occaſions of Gods Church 
to require,and people fitted and ready to receive them, 
This was pur in practiſe inthe ſeven Churches of Aſia, 
at I Corpahane elſewere : For ſee what courſe 
was obſerved in ſome few Churches, the like we may 
conceive of the reſt for their generall carriage. 

The Epiſtles in the Apocalipſe are directed to the 


© Apoc.2.& 3-e Angel of each Church of the ſeven in Aſia , as denoting 


one principall man in each: for ſo, The Lord of the vine- 

yard, The Lord of the Houſe, The Lord of that ſervant, e\(c- 

* Where ſpeeches inform like theſe, imply one ſpeciall 

Lord,and not many Lords one equal to another. Re- 

lides,inthoſe times there were {ome 49 not mes 
| W 
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(33) | 
which ſeemed to be eminent and werenor , but who 


wete ſuch as they ſeemed, men f of chiefe-place tbove 0- f Gal-2.6% 


thers, dignified both by God and men , pillars in Gods 
Church,not pillars in the ſame rank as all good Chriſti- 
ans are,thar'is,ftanding ſtedfaſt in Gods'truth;, but pil- 
lars in regard of eminency and adminiftration above o- 
thers;ſfuch were Fames,Caiphas,Fohn,and Paul and B ar- 


nabas taken unto them. Again,God whois* Architetton, *  agyrri- * 
The chief builder of the Church, vouchſafeth the title to ©" 
St. Pawl that he is called an Arch eelon, gs chiefe builder: s_*-Cor.3-104 


which intimates that the other Apoſtles were chiefe 
builders alſo ; and if Paw! may well be ſtiled an <Arch- 
builder, he may alſo rightly be called an E_ 
fo StiJouhn theApoftle was an Archbuilder,8 anArch- 
biſhop under Chriſt,The Archbwilderand the Archbiſhop: 
For if Paul was {o, the ſame cannot be denyed to Fob, 
Dia ſrmilium ſimilts eft ratio : Chriſt ſupreme in autho- 
rity gives order to Fohn, Fohn ſends the Epiſtles to the 
Angels of the Churches, the Angels recerve them for 
their own and the other Tea for there were other 
Teachers beſides the feven Angels)and the peoples in- 
ftruRion. This alſo is deducible from the equity of the 
Law,and the order ſettled among the Prieſts of old;for 
while Aaron the Type of Chriſt was alive, Eleazay his 
ſonne was tiled Naſi Neſiim, Prelate of prelates, or 
Chieftain of chieftains; and the chief fathers in the 24. 
courſes are Roſher Aboth, Archpatriots and Patriarchs. 
And ſecing the new Teſtament doth'often borrow not 
onely dorine, but termes of ſpeechfrom the old, and 
that very uſually, may-we not judge, that we have Ar- 
chiteffon and Patriarch, Biſhop, and the like, borrowed 
fromthe old Teftament? and conceive thatin the Gre- 
cian, Eaſtern and African Churches ; -aswell-as inthe 

[ou | E 2 Roman 


(34) ah 
iemChure itles and a like fub- 
pa RR ng | place; ſeeing _ 
calleth himſelf Architefon, this warranteth: the reſt 
like nature. | | ho- have theſe 
1 > . Only a care muſt be had =  Abeme ney belong- 
See, tirles 1. muſt not love » the title or ld Wa ments 
'T $@TTKALT bay. | nor carneſtly affet tobe great 1n 
Mat. 2 3-6, ing thereunto, igh place,becom,as Moſes,meek 
pot Ps ws performing uſe- 
men,and betruly _ Chochirins hey are thus 
full-ſervice for the whole C men to be calledbRubb;, 
> ve 9910 dignified:for CRY ſtileth men.by the ſame 
Father , Dottor,yet in __ not abſolutely em, 
e Rabbils Hutrheir uſe in the har yr or wa thar their party ioht 
- end love was. _ cx, "arm here,as in many other 
.  overtopthe Sa homilchief > Then which have 
Paul afaher kinds,is chief cauſe of er Feng God, 
Remy 1- Cu. theſe rtles muſt acknowledge their Dep ion from Cad, 
thians,.1. Cor. ly and indeed to him; 
44 15; and theſe terms due Mb: {4 8 have one Rabbi, Father, 
Barnabas and 1,4 + themzfor ſair C — ———— 
_ $, 22+ Dottor.in heaven : thoſe mn to be heard in their owne 
., him; they muſt not has (in ho Land auld bo chate 
Nor yr Mr ng do as the Kings of the earth , the 
Ee ny ono moth Jes 
power, - ca 1 t S aw, 
G— King r, neither” mas A. : _—— - many 
_— they mindedan earthly Empire 
call» things very corrupt... they incered therein over. 
AiWho can _ hole world , and domineere, | : 
war with the © OVCr the w h romoted their? Soveraign-- 
beaſt? Apoc. the Kings of the carth. py P means. 4. made all their 
"3 1.5 by theſword andviolent ag ofo func ant glory 
g: Who is like , ſerve to the getting O —- 5 ory 
-—D_— ous *Loxds to. their iny- 
4 TAP elves. 5. became gracious | 
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ſrumens, and rewarded them with worldly honours 
and prefermenes , _——_— of 


their ſoules (he oveing beer 
wy W __ maine ayme of Chriſts Deputics 


for ruling and teaching. 

Sothen, theſe obliquies being voyded, the ts of 
4 Patriarch, au Archbuilder, an 0 AE 
ſclves lawful being m 
and good of ny eSin anc 
witkigs for thoughts imſel e Th Lngofh 
and the Lord of lords,yetis Nebuchadnezzar 
rit of God Riled A Lin of kings:. And i pm 
Chriſtian King,as Gods pot Fark more then 
one Kingdome ſubjeQ to © was King f 
Kings a0d may re mance Vicero yes, 

Judges, as helpers to bear the bes 
ment under him, wed as Archbuilders, and Biſhops 
for ſacred matters. 

Yetthe praRice ofthe Pope of Rome isnot atall war- 
ranted or countenanced a; cur ae war 14 
be argued that hee fins moſt highly,. 1. Becauſe 
an ecclcfiaſticall man, he claimerhthe ſecular and ci 
power alſo,and would have both ſwords: whereas eve- 
ry ſoule is bldden 10 be ſubject tothe. higher power : and if 

every ſoule, then both Paul and Peters, and much more. 
the Popes. 2. The Page ns, OED 
- on he claims ſuperiority over Ki 

the world ; this extent of is Chute 
prerogative only 2. That heetoo little eſtcemeth Gods 
Law, and too hight advanceth his owne Conſtitutions 
and Canons, and many of them needlefic,. 
or falſe, or contrary to Gods Lawes.. But his pride is 


4 


(36) 
#nanifeſt; ' therefore T Tay tho more: 
" WherentigOraoroledi OED oy 
aboyc the Emperor, or any King,ih dignity, as t 
Suttbefore the Moon, Heaven before the Earth,and ſpi- 
rituall things beforetemporall ; and,in regard chat mar- 
terscohcrrningthe ſoulare of moteeſtcemthen matters 
of the botly, he is above all Kings & States inthe world: 
I anfwer, Intheſe things they groſly fatter him,and de- 
ceiverhemſdives'; for God, knowing the condition of 
a rope frail, and Sor CES 
very many,appointed 1x dayes or 
proviſion forthe 4 and but one in ſpecial! for his ſer. 
vice, 2hd'the infirution of or fouls ; and yetthe ſoul is 
of firgreater dignity and wotth' thetthe body. And 
s that God fer Moſes,David,and omotiin 
Plat tbove Aaron, Abiathar, andTadock ; forthough 
well ahd happy being i is more excellentin it ſelf then _ 
being,yet (ecing the care of being isin order & p 
before well brjng, andinthe way neceffary t Sto, 
(for wah muſt Have a being , Ate camnerfirie net 
bthng)cherefore God hath giventhe firſt and chicfplace 
== ;thit,r Saicbmg Ard and enjoy # quiet and 


, ad tot ofie become a prey to another. 
2 ow oye rig godlldneſſe ind honefy by the K 
care;who provides for bothrheſeby ſubordinate ci 


icallperfons. And for this cauſc it was and 


is, tht thoughthe duties'oP the Sabbath” and ſervice of 


God atemore-excellent in'themſetves then our food 
and care of our bodies; yet God will have merc 

rather then ſacrifice, and difpeteth with ſacred duties, 
oven ga fon lives , and neceſſary cure of 


But 


(37) 
But on the other (ide, ſome objeR, The terme 3iſbop 

is attributed to a Presbyter,Tit. 1:57.20 cllewhere: S 

that every Presbyter or Miniſter may bee truly called a 
Biſhop ; and if ſo, then why ſhould there bean imparity 
maintained in this calling © I anſwer, Theword Bi/bop- 

in its owne nature fignificth an Overſecr,or Superinten- 

dent in any kinde,as Pakidin Hebrew. So God is The | 

great Biſhop &ag Jeb 20,29. 1 Pet,z,2 5. * Conſtantine * Euſeb. in vie 
termes himſclfe Epiſcopon in one kind, tus ccclefiaſticall ©. '. 4. 
chicfRulers in another. Heathen Authors ſtile God Epi- 
ſcopon of all good and bad attions,and givethe title ule to 
civill Magiſtrates. Inthe like acception the 70. Inter» 
preters ule it,2 £iz.11.15,and elfewherc. It is alſo-given 
to eccleſiaſticall Officers,as to E/razar, who,though he 
was under 4aron,yct was Captain of the Captains over the 
Levites, Numb. 4.16. So'tis to the Prieſts in office under 
Jchojadah,z King. 11.18, Inthe new Teſtamentthe 1 1, 
Apoſlles had the ne ip-{oopey; operon which 
Judas fe/l,andinto which Matthias was choſen, Ai. 1.20, 
In the Church of Ephcſus,zhoſe which bee called Presby- 
zers or Elders that is,Miniſters (as by cuſtome now wee 
call them) are likewiſe called Biſhops, or 0erſcers quer 
their flocks. Now,though the ſame terme be giyento all 
theſe, yet the matter it lelfe, and the very arent de» 

grees of the perſons to whom it is given,admit nota pa- 

rity in any wiſe. The like is evident in other termes, va 
Chuiſtis 5, * Prince of peace and Michaelthe great 4 9.9% 
Sar, ® Prince ; The Kings of Perſia and Greciaarecach of c 1 Sam. 12.9. 
themcalled $4r;This very word is attributed to theeCap, © 2 Cir-18.25: 
14in of an army,Tothe *Ruler of a City,Tothe chief *Rulers { , C _ 16, | 
ofthe Tribes, To the f chief of the Levites, Tathe® Prince 27. 
rfihe Sandfuary. Hexe theareripſaiferenceth thee. 8 TO 

| 4 <1 


m Num-7- 11.P 
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: | (38) 
rall term, and prevents miſprifion 8 confuſion. So like: 
wiſe theterm Rob, an Head or chiefe perſons ſpoken s 


h2Chrg.12.bGod,Of £. i Jehoſaphat,of* Jchoj h the high Prieft, 
- : C0 *7* Of other | Prieſts wo; opt nor grmus 1 4n dg 


ff acl, oft chief 0 deore. keeper of the Temple, 0 
e Captain. The like variety of acceptionisto bee 
in fe words Nagid, Prince, and Neff, Ruler or 


p : Ce917- relate, By all which it yg ponent 


ſame terme may bec uled of men much diffe 
place and degree, be es as 


callings. 

So then, the term 3jſbop being gi to perſons of ſe- 
verall uſt be differenced according tothe con- 
dition of their .Godisthe Sian; and great overſeer 
of allthe z Kings are now Overſeers of all kind ” 
affairs intheir kingdoms ; Crvill ry. + are Bi 
in matters ſecular ; Elea\r and Jehojadah w 
over the Prieſts and Levites 3 The Apoſtles had cachof 
them a Biſhoprick, & ſuperintendency overthe ſeveral! 
nations to which they were ſent ; The Elders of Epheſus 
were overſcers ns Bhophorr their flocks;7he Sag 
over ſe feroft 7 of Afia, werethcir _ 
by Chriſt made a over ghem. Thus 
vans oft de verbis altercatio, ſeeing 
es are plain, why ſhould wee ſtrive 


Bur further it is objeQted, Seeing the term i is common 
we 1 bam. TT arrogate it 


ro 
A cruple might well bee paſſed over; bur 
Mie: -oD ; pci agirng ner oye : 


able 
leaf toms. The cafe is cleare to any ſeriouſly obſer. 


( 
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vant of one tongues borrowing words from another ; 
for words ſo borrowed uſually by cuſtome vary from 
their primitive acception : And if _cuſtome of ſpeech 
once bee rakeo--up; and become inveterate, neither the 
plaine origination-of words, nor former practice of 
on —_— —— —— - words 
in Scripture, nor any r can prevail inſt it. Our 
carcs will not endure that a Maior of a Citie bee cal- 
led a Biſhop of the ſame : for , though hee bee the 
Overſcer of it, the uſe of our Engliſh tongue will reje& 
the calling of him Biſhop. Such a tyrant is Cuſtome, 
that Ceſar may make a tree-man of a Citic, but cannot 
enfranchiſe a word. Loquendum ut wulgus is the old 
Rule ; - and therefore it would bee a vaine and idle 
quarrell ro reaſon thus, Why ſhould Duke bee arro- 
gated to one degree of men, Herealt to another, Hea- 
then toall people not Jewes or Chtiſtians, Clergieto 
Church-men, Zaity to the civill State, Martyr to ſuch 
onely as were put to death as witneſſes of Gods truth, 
Eccleſia to the Church of God ; ſecing Dux is 
Leader, Herealt ſignifieth Herum altum, an high Lord, 


Ethnos * fignifics alſo the people of God, Cleres Þ all : joh. 


11-47. 


members of the Church, L os cthe whole people. Mar. b Deut-4.20. 


t3r 1 one witnefling tothe truth; though never violently * 


put to death for the ſame, Eccleſia © a tumultuons aſſem. c 


29. 
Per. 5. 3. 
Joh-1 I.fI. 


bly of Silver-ſmiths, 8 the likes Cuſtome of the times 4 2415.16 
reſtrained the fignification of theſe-words z. and ſpoof 
the word Biſhop. So that Biſhop in Grecke, whence it 
deſcends, is any Overſeer ; but in our Engliſh, and 
ſome modern tongues, it is reſtrained and appropriated 
to one in place as Qverlecr af'the Clergy ; aworkof 
o— — 


| Secondly, 
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—_—_—— doththecuſtome of our ſpeech only 
in the praQice of theſe our times make for this , but 
Scripture it ſelfe ſhews the prevalency of cuſtome, and 
how uſe takes up and warrants ſome words for currant, 
f 15am: 9.9. and lyes by others.So hee of ancienttime was f called 
Rhoe, a Seer, whom afterwards cuſtome nominated 
Nabi, a P : And whereas neither doth God 
give, nor Moſes and AF aros take to themſelves in ex. 
prefle Scripture the ticle of Sarim, Princes z but Xorah 
and bis adherents lay that to their charge, that they 
z Num.r6.r Made © themſelves Sarjm, Princes and Rulers, ſo that 
there the word is firſt uſed, and in Xorh's malice at- 
tributed to Ioſes and the Prieſts : God, who made 
them Ralers over the Prieſts, though hee never before 
( ſo farre as I know) gavethem that title, yet after- 
ward doth frequently ſtile the Priefts Sarim, Princes, 
or chiefe Rulers in ſacred performances, to ſee them 
duly obſerved. Wee know alſo, that the name .;7< 
poſtle was given to the twelve, and afterward to Paul, 
Matthias ;and others: but yet in-the Epiſtlesto the ſeven 
Churches of Afia, _Aneel, a terme equivalent, is uſed. 
Afterward , as by the writings of ſucceeding. times 
is evident ,' the chiefe Eccletiaſticall perſon in any 
Church was not called Apoſtle, or Angel, but Archbi- 
hop, Biſhop,or Papas Father, or Patriarch Chiefe Father, 
and the word Apoſtle given commonly to the twelye, 
and to Paul, ſo often called Apoſtle thatno cuſtome 
could take it from him ; andthe terme Angel appro- 
priated to the: miniſtring Spirits, Gods meſſengers. 
Alſo the terme Presbyter denoted any ancient ecclefi- 
aſticall-rnan in the Apoſtles time , as even the Apoſtles 
themſelves, 2 Fohn 1. 1 P&; 5.1, inſomuch that the 
name 


(43). 

name of Presbyter is attributed t0 the twenty faare ſt. 
ting on T, na. and having Crownes on rn: mh 
Revel, 4.4. Theſe wee may conceive tobee Angels 
of the Churches, and ſo called,. when ſpeech: was of 
them, with reference to the Churches: to which they 
had their miſſion ; but in preſence of the Lambe they 
riſe from their Thrones, and caſt downe their Crowns, 
and are termed Presbyters : fo a deputed Officer, in 
preſence of his Prince , ſtands by as-@ private man, 
and layes downe the nes of his honour. © Yet af- 
ter times appropriated the title Presbyter , that. is, 
Prieſt, tothenz whom wee call Miniſters z and fince 
that, cuſtome hath ſo prevailed, that the terme Prieſt 
is by our common people and others: confined to a 
Popiſh Prieſt, nor will they well cndure to have the 
word righted according to his ancient ion ,- and 
have Presbyter tranſlated Prieſt; which might juſtly be 
done,ifcuſtome would give leave. | 

And thirdly, As the Apoſtles imparted the titles 0 

Apoſtle, presbyter, Deacon, Watchmen, Souldiers, Huſ- 
banamen,:Labourers, Teachers, Paſiours, to others; 1o 
likewiſe they left the title of Brſbop ( for each of them 
had 'Emxonls,' Biſhoprick, as above «to Ecclcfiaſti- 
call men ſucceeding them. Oaly after times appro» 
priated ſome of. theſe Titles to. certaine- degrees of 
men, as theprevalency of cuſtome ſcttled them, and 
diſtintion of termes was entertained to avoyd confu- 
fion and miſprifion, when the Church of God was 
much enlarged. The Church is now, and ever was a 
Body conkiſting of: ſeverall members ; ſome. in the 


© Body arecyes, ſomehands; ſame feet, &c. ſome: > are ;, | Tk. 


greater and chiefe, ſome leſſe in the Kingdome of C -— 
F 2 
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The lefſe have a lefſe ſervice or charge, the greater 
and chiefe are or ſhould bee of greater ſervice and im- 
ployment for the good of the whole ; and. ſo they- 
arcindeed,though it may ſceme otherwiſe. A prudent 
andconfiderate man will not judge the belly in the 
Roman Apologue to bee idler then the other parts ; 
northe Maſter of the Ship, fitting at the Sterne, a leſle 
ator for the welfare ofthe paſſengers,then:they which 
tug at the oares, or hoyſe or ſtrike ſaile: As the hand 
and foot are content with their owne offices, ſo ſhould 
cach member- in the Church : but yetthere is a diffe- 
rence in ſome regard ;- for one of inferiour place in the 
Church may the-improvement of his talent and 
abilities; may defire yacioudle wycrfore, 2s was laid a- 
bove. . As Saint Paw! approves this, ſo the pratice of 
the primitive times ſhew it then.to have beene uſuall ; | 
Matthias of a Diſciple was madean Apoſtle, Philip of a 
Deacon became an Evangeliſt. 

Farthermore, the performance of theſe 
Eccicſiaſticall offices, Saint Pae/ ſpeaking of, and par. 
ticularly reckoning UP 7-<6:9/ua7 ay diarphons, #be awver ſj 
ties of Gods gifts, ſheweth a more. exeellent-way to uſe 
them 5 namely, That whatſoever gift of God in this 
> —_—_ ſhould above all moon of 

[ran 2 wit whis b,tongees,. , know- 

; faith, and all other gifts md s Te ; 
Herron points 

| | | to 

mthe Church inwhatſocver kinde hee can, CE 
2s Deacon, as a fellow-workman, asa Presbyter, as an 
helper, &c. yea, doe any uſefull {crvice. inthe-Church, 
a God yives ability, andoccaſion isofferce; So 7" 
wn, 
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Fobn, being an Apoſtle, did as a Prophet write the Re- 
yclation, and as a Evangdi alſo his Goſpel, a divine 
lementto:the three other Goſpels, and then his E- 
piſtles: Pal fent forth ro preach, did ſometimes bap- 
tiſe, EI the part of a Deacon, and Evangeliſt 
yea, became all things to all men. 
But how may it appeare that any one, as-a Biſhop, 
had many Presbyters and Deacons under him? or had 
a Dioceſe, or a large,circuit of a country to be over- 
ſeen by him 2 A#ſwer , Wee may obſerve that the A- 
ſtles,in regard of thepaucity of labourers in the great 
Fave of God, had large (as 1 may call them)Dioce(- 
ſes, and that cachof them ſettled Presbyters in many 
Cirties,as we conceive by that which we read of ſome 
ofthem. It is alſo manifeſt, that there were many 


Pr at once in * Epheſus , Atts 20. in Ferſalem, , Fat 
A. 11 :30.in Antioch, Att. 13. 1. at Ceſareathere were b A8.r1.30. 


at one time Philip the Evangeliſt, Paul, and the compa- © 
nions of his travels , Agabns and Luke, Theſe would 
not have ſtayed there, bur that there was worke for 
more then one of them:. Secing profeſſours of Chriſti- 
anity much increaſed; and the Apoſtles endevoured to 
hold themiri-the rrue fan, and till to convert more 
Profelites, neceſſarily followeth , that they would 
not fee them-wantany needfull fupply of Teachers and 
Inftructors; but fenvrtheit Manefters and helpers to any 
Church. as any prefent- oecaſion required; and that 
they call'dthem back; asthey found neceſſary and\iex- 
xdient for any other place: And ſeeing ſome Cities 
were large and'/had many * (which the A- a 
poſtlesmade'tifeof, and for probably ſuch as were by 
them ſent,or lefrthere topreach) it was requiſite that 
they 


AR.1 IO 
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* Rev. 3- 9- 
Rey: 2. 2. 


* Say he was 


an Apoſtle, 


a Joſ. 15- 
b Exck. 16. 
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they ſhould have more then one. Presbyter for the . 
ſame , over which *&X"yſn,the Angell of the Church 
was left. Whenthe reſt of the twelve Apoſtles were 
dead, and Saint Fohn onely left altve , butaged henor 
ableto viſit ſome remote Churches in his own perſon, 
by writing to the ſeven Churches of Aſia,informed e- 
very one , who had an eare in any Church whatſoever, to 
heare their duties. Theſe Angels might, according to 
the example of Titus left by Pal 1n Creet, ordaine 
Presbyters in every of their Cities : They might alſo 
try thoſe, who ſaid * they were Fewes, that is, Chriſtians, 
and might examine them,who pretended to be Apoſtles,and 
were found lyars. Had not theſe ſeven Churches more 
then one Teacher entertained in them , no ſtranger 
would. have fained * a miſsion unto -any of. them : 
and if the Angell of a Church exerciſed his powerto 
examine and reject falſe pretenders, we ſee thereby 
what his authority was , for he who could dothus by 
a ſtranger, might doe as much by a Presbyrer bred up 
in his owne Church. yi $757: 
As for Dioceſles, the thing is ancient : For the great 
Citics of old had ſome Pagi or villages neer 'adjoyn 
and ſubordinateto them. Hence we read of « Gilead, 
Ekron, &c. and their villages : of Jeruſalem © and her 
daughters. Of this there is noneed-todoubt., becauſe 
it is uſuall inall Countries'/whatſoever,as being\athing 
for many reaſons expedient; and- therefore wee may 
well grant that Epheſus , Smyrna, Philadelphia, 8c. 
had ſome-illages depending on them, and ſubje&to 
them, and that therein ſomefree men of the chicfe Ci- 
ties did 4von##, inhabit. And thus the thing is ancient, 
how late ſoever ſome affirme the name to be. Men al- 
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fo have uſed of old #50, ro dwell together for mu” 
euall defence and comfort 'pne of another : ſo that the 
thing here alſo is ancient, and was fitted of old for the 
name of Chriſtian Pariſhes. 
Suppoſe there were ſuch adjacent villages tothe 
t Cities, and that the retired perſons, and 

heards there harkned as ſoon or ſooner to the Goſpel 
then the richer and greater Citizens , who were cum- 
bred with worldly imployments,& burdened with the 
weight of honourable places , becauſe alſo the ſhep- 
heards of Bethlehem,and Foſeph of Arimathea,and rhe 
#4i»95, coaſts neer adjoyning to the more noble Ci- 
ties were ofter.more attentive to the Goſpel, then the 
great men in Jeruſalem and other large Cities : ſuppoſe 
all this, yet how will it appeare , that theſe Angels or 
chief Overſeers of the Churches , had ſuch large re- 
venues as ſome Biſhops. in theſe our dayes ? Anſwer. 
Tothisan anſwer is eafily made : No man canexpet 
that ariver ſhould have ſo greata ſtreamat or neer the 
ſpring head, as it hath after many miles. running ; *Tis 
not poſſible that a Lords ,, or Knights houſe in New- 
and ſhould be as well built ,. furniſhed and atten- 

ded as a Lords or Knights houſe uſually in Old-Eng- 
land. The Angelsand Presbyrers of the primitive times 
found ſtronger oppoſition from the potent Romans 
and cruel} Heathen, and had much more to doe to keep 
off the violent hands of malicious perſecutors, then the 
New-Englanders to withſtand the unarmed Salvages, 
and to build and ferrle themſelves in their neighbour- 
hood. If now in the Lands, which have long entertai- 
ned Chriſtianity,the goodnefſe of God, and the bonn- 
ty of Chriſtian Princes,and worthy private menrunder 
| them,, 
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them have,as David and Solomon and their Nobles,bet- 
tet\proyided for the Eccleſiaſticall eſtare, and endowed 
Apoftles times enjoyed, we have greater caule to blefſe 
God forall; and to.; found forth 'his-praiſe in facred 
;as-Pavid eauitd tobedone: Thatother: Na- 
tions ſeeing the righteous flouriſh , and abundance of 
peace, made uſe of indue manner for Gods glory, may 
rejoyceand ſay , 'Happy are the people which ave in wr 
a (ar , yea \bleſſed are they , 'which have the Lord for 
their God ; who-uponaright ſeeking of his kingdome, 
addes overand above temporall benefits, Matth. 6.33. 
The Civill and Ecclefiaſticall ſtate have in all times 
endured affliction or proſperity alike and;joyntly. God 
extraordinarily provided for his People and Prieſts 
Manna and-quailes in the barren wilderneſſe ; but in 
Canaan gave the People corne,wine and oyle in plen- 
ty, and the Prieſts tirhes,his own-portion, free will of- 
"wang conlecrate —_ of great worth, given by 
David, Solomon, their worthies, and other deyour per- 
ſons : ſo God firſt provided for his Apoſtles, Presby- 
ters,&c, extraordinarily by the ſelling of the beleevers 
poſſeſſions , but afterward by free gifts of bountifull 
perſons conferred on them, according to the plenty and 
peace of their times, they were furniſhed with more 
plentifull meanes to live cheerfully , and to undergoe 
their weighty charge with comfort and dacrimanl 
God gave-more and more increaſe unto them. to build, 
and endow Colledges, Schools, and Hoſpitals. If A- 
braham,andFob and other religious ſacrificers were not 
the flacker., but more frequent in their ſacred duties. 
-and inſtrudion of their people ; why ſhould 'iplenty of 


mecancs 
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* meanes and qutward eſtate be thought to dull and rake: 


offthe edge of Eccleſiaſticall perſons from their ſacred 
offices-and performances ? The ſame might;and ſome- 
times did befall of old, fo prone is man'to fin : but Ec- 
clefiaſticall perſons have (and ſhould make'uſe of their 
religious knowledge to uſe temporall things aright ; 


| if they doe not, good Lawes eſtabliſhed in a Chri- 


tian Common-wealth are of force to prevent or 
cure that malady. [The Goſpel by Gods great good- 
neſſe as it hath: brought unto us- a better covenant, 
and better promiſes , ſo it hath bettered and en- 
larged the'temporall meanes of all eſtates : Is ir-fit 
here to make the Ecclefiaſticall eſtate anexception 
from-the generall'7-Let that, I pray you:, be duly 
conſidered : God , thankes be unto him' for: his gra- 
cious ,goodneſſe,” hath now made-roome enough for 
his-people, as for Ifracl in Canaan: and whatneeds 
ſhips ' having ſea roome - at - will; ro: claſh-and fall 
foule one: agaihſt another -* God is good '\unto all, 
and can-open- the windowes of heaven and 

out a” bleſſing on all eſtates; Onely ler the civill 
and-fpirituall cſtates, as-rwo ſtrong pullars, mutually 
conjoyne: their forces ,- and'in' Chnſtian-'love _ 
port the. whole frame of the, building, and ſo make 
each ' other the mote ſteady —— 

- -But further, Is; it fix that ouir ecclefiaſticall perſons 
ſhould- bee termed Lords? ; bye TOR. 

.- Anſwer , 'firſt , It pleaſed God:{ as above was 
ſhewed ) to vouchſafe titles of his owne to- Civill 
and Eccleſiaſticall perſons , as theſe to the eccleſi- 
aſticall; $ar Prince , -Naſs Prelate:, Roſh head ,- 4+ 


chiteten -Chiefe, builder ;"&c Theſe ,: a.alfo the ©... |. 
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rerme Aden, *v»r1vi; Lord, are inthe higheſt and moſt 
cxvinett ſenſe duc ro God onely , for hee is a Lord 
doing What ever hee pleaſeth of his owne authori- 

: yer in an#nfcriour and ſubordinate ſenſe , Sara 
called ' Abraham Lord , ſo did the Hittite, Geneſis 23. 
Abrahams ſervant is called Lord , Geneſis 24. 18. S0 
is any maſter of ſervants, Zxodus 21. 5, Col. 4. 7. 
and { which comes home to this preſent objeftion) 
one- of -the foure 'and twenty Presbyters. Apor. 7.14+ 
is: called. Lord + And if fo;, then this terme is not i\» 
denyible 10 Biſhops. 

Secondly ,/ as others in chiefe places ſubordinate 
to: \Princes are high -and honourable Lords , fo 
may, the chiefe Eccleſiaſticall perſons be venerable 

reverend Lords'': becauſe in all times,'from the 
worlds beginning untill Chriſts dayes, Eccleſiaſticall 
wete- of great eſteeme : in the primitive 
times. they were” chiefe governours of the Church 
_ Chriſt; _ _ facred im 
; being "men anfwerable to their calling , £ 1X 
doubtlefle ro have-a neer ſubordination to Sb 
an/ Princes; and if: the kingdome of God by their 
be" firſt add chiefly ſought , all other mat- ( 
ters of this world wilbe the more proſperous. [ 
Thirdly ,, Though God in ſome ſenſe (as abovye) 
th deny certain titles ro men ,' yet he never was 
againſt words of due refpeR'and obſervance to ſu- 
_ 4 =_ —_ m words blame m_ ; 

a Ag Judas his TO At ? meer complement, | 

Hate Mafer err ax hyperbolicall ro Porn, nem ry | | 

eb arvlane, Piide, Yeo, 'F"know mot whether due "titles bee 

As 12, 19. not now more: ſtudiohiſly and frequently firted ro 

wy mens 


' Theſe have (as Saint Pasl in like caſe ſaid) 
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mens perſons : Becauſe , 1. Some ſes ſet them- 
ſelves to vilifie them. 2. Becauſe 'tis not amiſle thereb 
to put ſome great ones in minde to be Lords, i 
the innocent,as well as to have a title to rule over others 
inthe Lord: to be Lords providing for the welfare of 
all under them, as well as to have « power comman- 
ding them. ndnagyes yon _ Ts —_ 

ons many wayecs , who true 
Re hin dandndto fam. 

oma puny has Gp in their bchalfe, was 
occaſioned by ſome, who upon faulty arguments (as I 
conceive ) judge amiſle of their places and 


N* 


mee to ſpeak what I by Gods word findeto bee truth 
in this Ie, ns ſubmit ——— 
written to the religious, grave , mature 

cont all who bee growne men in Cheſt, 
reaſon of uſe have their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern 
good and evill. 


